
 

Sharing the Pen 
Writing with Your Child 

Quality time with your child is best 
when you are doing something you 
both enjoy, and even better when it's 
educational! "Sharing the Pen" is an 
activity that allows the parent and 
child to write together. By taking 
turns writing the letters and words, 
children learn how words work!  
 
"Sharing the Pen" can be done while 
writing a grocery list, thank you note, 
letter, story, poem, or sign.   

1. Ask your child to draw a picture 
2. Now, ask her about the picture by saying, "Tell me about your picture." 

Encourage her to use details and description.  
3. Ask her to come up with one sentence about her picture, for example, 

"The girl and dog are playing in the grass." 
4. This is when you begin "sharing the pen." Hold the pen and say, "When 

we start a sentence, we begin with a capital letter. Our first word is 'The' 
so I'm going to write a capital T." Show her this letter by writing the 
capital T on the left side of the page. Allow your child to finish the rest 
of the word, the by filling in h and e.  

5. When she comes to sight words that she has already learned, encourage 
her to write them herself.  

6. Help your child recognize 
common sound patterns in words. 
For example, when writing the 
word playing, help her hear the 
"pl" blend by saying the sounds 
slowly.  

7. When you're finished writing the 
sentence, reread it together while 
sweeping under the words with 
your finger.  

Helpful Hints 
 

 If your child doesn't know part of a 
word, allow him to write the part that 
he knows, and you can write the rest.  

 Correct mistakes by covering them 
with a small piece of masking tape, 
and then write the correct letter over 
the tape. 

  Hang up the pieces that you have 
written together, and read them over 
and over again. 


