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speakers’ first and second languages.

e students run
fingerrun
under
boxes
left to from
right left
as to
you
blend
together
the individual
soundssounds
as a group.
Havetheir
students
theirthe
finger
underfrom
the boxes
right
as you
blend together
the individual
as a group.

mple

Example

Teacher
“The word is “hat.”
cher — “The
word is—“hat.”

Teacher — “/h/-/a/-/t/” (students say the sounds with the teacher and pull a disk down into a box for each sound)

cher — “/h/-/a/-/t/”
(students
say the sounds
with the
teacher
and pull
a disk
a box
forfinger
eachfrom
sound)
Teacher —
“h-a-t” (teachers
and students
blend
the sounds
to make
thedown
word,into
running
their
left to right
under the box)

cher — “h-a-t” (teachers and students blend the sounds to make the word, running their finger from left to right under the box)
Notes

es

It is easier to teach students to use Elkonin Boxes during small group instruction, and they are often used as an
activity
for groups
or individual
studentsduring
who need
help
with phonemic
in general,
and
easier to teach
students
to use
Elkonin Boxes
smallmore
group
instruction,
and awareness,
they are often
used as
ansegmenting
activity
or blending phonemes, in particular. But Elkonin Boxes can also be used as a whole group activity once students have
roups or individual students who need more help with phonemic awareness, in general, and segmenting or blending
learned to use them in small groups. However, only use them as a whole group activity if all students in the class need
nemes, in particular.
But Elkonin
Boxes
canphonemes.
also be used as a whole group activity once students have learned to
practice segmenting
and
blending

them in small groups. However, only use them as a whole group activity if all students in the class need practice
that start with different, non-continuous consonants, like c, d, r, p, etc., can be used with Elkonin Boxes as well,
menting andWords
blending
phonemes.
but may be a little trickier initially.

students
become
more familiar with
the routinelike
of c,
segmenting
andcan
blending
sounds
Elkonin Boxes
Boxes, as
givewell,
them
ds that startAswith
different,
non-continuous
consonants,
d, r, p, etc.,
be used
withinElkonin
more
responsibility
for
saying
and
blending
each
word
independently
(steps
#4
and
#5)
rather
than
doing
it
chorally
as a
may be a little trickier initially.
group. Then, as you listen to each student working, you can determine if their segmenting and blending is improving.

tudents become more familiar with the routine of segmenting and blending sounds in Elkonin Boxes, give them more
with Phonemes
andindependently
Letters
onsibility forElkonin
sayingBoxes
and blending
each word
(steps #4 and #5) rather than doing it chorally as a group.
n, as you listen
each
student
working,
youuse
can
determine
if their
segmenting
blending
is improving.
This to
is the
same
as above,
but you
letter
tiles instead
of colored
discs.and
It is useful
to use
groups of letter tiles,

divided into onsets (initial consonants) and rimes (middle vowel and final consonant) that can be reconfigured to make
one word, so that you can do a sequence of Elkonin Boxes with the same letters (i.e., initial consonants (m,
nin Boxesmore
withthan
Phonemes
and Letters
b, s, c) and rhyme (at) for mat, bat, sat, cat).

is the same as above, but you use letter tiles instead of colored discs. It is useful to use groups of letter tiles, divided
Adapted
From and rimes (middle vowel and final consonant) that can be reconfigured to make more than
onsets (initial
consonants)
word, so that
you can
do a sequence
of Elkonin
Boxes
with the
sameforletters
(i.e., initialin consonants
b, s,3rd
c) Grade.”
and
Foorman,
Barbara
et al. “Foundational
Skills
to Support
Reading
Understanding
Kindergarten (m,
through
me (at) for mat,
bat,
sat,
cat).
(NCEE 2016-4008). Washington, DC: National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute
of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from the NCEE website: http://whatworks.ed.gov.

pted From

990 Spring
Garden Street,
Ste. 400
T: 215.561.4676 x137
man, Barbara
et al.Literacy
“Foundational
to Support
Reading
for Understanding
in Kindergarten through
3rd Grade.”
Children’s
Initiative Skills
cli.org/resources/session-4
Philadelphia, PA 19123
F: 215.561.4677
EE 2016-4008). Washington, DC: National
Center for Education Evaluation
and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute
ducation Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. Retrieved from the NCEE website: http://whatworks.ed.gov.
990 Spring Garden St., Ste. 400

info@cli.org

